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Salafi terrorist organizations threaten every country in the world, targeting Muslims and non-Muslims countries alike, but relatively few countries acknowledge that a war is underway. Although the majority of Muslims are peaceful, non-violent people who would never pursue terrorism, a tiny minority of totalitarian Salafis has declared their intention to restore the Caliphate and overturn existing relations between nation-states. Even though relatively few countries have had dramatic attacks, the world is not ready to overcome the Salafi threat because terrorists are known to win over impoverished populations by providing social services and many countries are in denial about Salafi terrorism.

A small but steadfast assortment of totalitarian Islamist terrorist organizations has resolved to restore its notion of the Caliphate, supplanting existing nation-states in the process. Many of the organizations (collectively known as the Salafi movement) pursue their aims through targeted campaigns of extreme violence and bloodshed. The loosely-coupled structure of these terrorist organizations makes them dangerously efficient, difficult to track, and particularly threatening to all nations. The world is not prepared to overcome the Salafi threat because domestic populations the world over are not ready to support their politicians in approving funding to allocate to their nation's respective intelligence agencies and many competing interests interfere with global preparation.

The battle to restore the Caliphate is not a single battle, but many. The specific ideals between organizations may vary, though a commitment overturning the established order of nation-states is common to each of them. The term "Salafi" harkens back to the age of the Prophet Muhammad, a said "golden age" of unprecedented morality and exemplary justice.
 During the 20th century, given the collapse and eventual dismantling of the Ottoman Empire, movements to restore the Caliphate to its former greatness crescendoed for the final quarter century, reaching the climactic September 11th attacks, and now occupy every inhabited continent of the planet. Not all Salafis agree on what a Caliphate might look like, and the split is not only between Sunni and Shi'a Islam. Within Sunni Islam, the points of view differ considerably, sometimes leading to violence between Sunni Muslims.
 As with the principles for the Caliphate, there is no sense of consensus about who would govern the Caliphate. The matter of the Caliphate is highly divisive, and reflects a tiny minority of Muslims, albeit an extremely violent portion of Muslims worldwide. 

Many nations do not perceive a threat from the Salafi movements, and therefore are less likely to allocate resources appropriate to the nature of the threat. The under-representation of violent Salafis within Islam cannot be overstated. The United States, until it was attacked on September 11, 2001 endured attacks several attacks on Americans in Lebanon during the 1980s, killings of CIA personnel at Langley (1993), on its financial center (World Trade Center, 1993), a botched attack on New York City landmarks (1993), the Khobar Towers bombing of 1996, the Luxor massacre (1997), botched Millennium attacks, two attempted attacks on US naval craft (USS Sullivans and USS Cole in 2000) before the a pattern was detected and significant counterstrikes pursued. The sentiment is even more relaxed with other nations, many of whom do not think themselves targeted by the Salafis.
 The denial reflex takes root in expressions ranging from "we are a moderate nation, not fighting Islam anywhere in the world" to "we are so far away from the Middle East that we are protected" to "our domestic policies are very friendly to Muslims, so we have no problem."
 A similar tendency towards denial is seen when countries experience pandemics of disease. For instance, China famously denied the SARS epidemic was a problem, and both Sudan and Uganda were unwilling to admit the problem of outbreaks of Ebola, for fear of losing tourism. India made similar denials when threatened with Bubonic Plague in the 1990s. Without making the nature of the threat explicit and genuine, members of parliament or congress from their respective countries are unlikely to approve budgets proportionate to the Salafi threat. Countries unlikely to allocate resources towards overcoming a threat they do not perceive or acknowledge.

A divided loyalty within the general population or its government also presents obstacles in the war on terrorism. For instance, some terrorist groups enjoy widespread popular support, leading to divided loyalties among the population. Lebanon is an excellent example of a country supportive of Hezbollah, because its history of resistance to Israel is well known. Hezbollah’s conflict in the 1990s with Israel led the latter's withdrawal. Additionally, Hezbollah is viewed as a capable opponent to Israel, evidenced by the outcome of the 2006 Lebanon-Israel war. Lebanese, therefore, are far less likely to deliberately compromise their relationship with Hezbollah to cooperate in the Global War on Terror. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil enjoyed a public relations boost for providing help to the Indian Ocean tsunami victims in December 2004. Support networks to terrorists, such as the international arms dealer Victor Bout enjoy similar respect, for getting relief supplies into remote areas of earthquakes in Pakistan and Iran.
 Even Osama bin Laden enjoyed a protected status, exiled by Saudi Arabia; he was the guest of the Sudanese government for years, and then later the Taliban government of Afghanistan. The Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence is believed to have alerted al Qaeda of a cruise missile strike against Osama bin Laden in 1998, following the US embassy bombings in Africa.
 Due to the violent nature of the organizations, many people are simply scared to speak out, even in secret, against terrorists. Similarly, few mainstream Muslims feel comfortable denouncing Jemaah Islamiyah, out of fear of retaliation, regardless of government assurances of their safety.

Numerous terrorist organizations fill a void made by poverty, for the general population, further complicating the question of divided loyalties. Hamas provides social services, where the state provides either no/limited social services, or unaffordable social services. For instance, Hamas runs day care centers, schools, medical clinics, and athletic clubs. In so doing, it entrenches its legitimacy into the lives of the Palestinian people, who otherwise would endure still greater poverty.
 Instead, Hamas provides opportunity for the population, which is better positioned to find employment due to the day care center, or enjoys a higher quality of life because of the doctors that are available. Hezbollah provides similar services on a large scale as well. In Southeast Asia, terrorist organizations are provide schools, where education is harder to obtain. It is perhaps crucial to stamping out terrorism, to stamp out poverty as well. As long as poverty pervades over people, and terrorists are seen as the alleviators of poverty, collaboration on counterterrorism will be extremely difficult.

Salafi terrorism is a significant threat to the nation-state world order, as a whole. No state is immune from becoming a target of the Salafi movement, even though many do not recognize their vulnerability. Among nations that privately acknowledge the problem, many are unwilling to do so publicly. Consequently their domestic populations are less aware of the nature of the problem, and in turn, their parliament or congress is less likely to vote for funding that can facilitate international collaboration against terrorism. Additionally, a number of nations rely on terrorist organizations for their social services, making the general population supportive of the organizations to varying degrees. Even though all of these problems can be overcome, an unprecedented amount of coordination, for instance in alleviating poverty, is required, to undo such divided loyalties. At present, the world has many obstacles to overcoming the Salafi terrorist threat.
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