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Eleven years have passed since Osama bin Laden issued his first fatwa in the London newspaper Al Quds Al Arabi, "Declaration of War against the Americans Occupying the Land of the Two Holy Places." Since that first fatwa, Al Qaeda has risen in prominence and prestige, having planned hundreds of terrorist attacks, and killed thousands of people. At the same time, western governments have taken steps found offensive and insulting to many peaceful Muslims around the world. This paper identifies areas where governments and politicians fail to counter the growing jihadi terrorist threat and offers specific recommendations for reversing the trend of the culture of jihadi terrorism.

The modern global jihadist Islamist terror networks have targeted Western non-Muslim countries, Middle Eastern nations, and Eastern countries alike. The stated purpose of the jihadi terrorists is the establishment of a new Caliphate to replace the existing order of sovereign nation-states. Consequently, the jihadists do not respect national borders. Countries such as the United States or Britain, as very prominent actors in the Middle East, have been the targets of terrorist attacks, such as September 11, or the July 7th London attacks. Countries that do not play a prominent role in the Middle East, such as Spain (which suffered the devastating train bombings) or Canada (which saw a large terrorist plot in Toronto, during June 2006) have also been targeted. Jihadists consider most Muslim nations in a condition of jahilyyah (the period of ignorance before the rise of Islam), unless they implement Shari'a law. For example, jihadi terror networks have attacked both Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. Non-Muslim nations that attempt to appease the actions of the jihadists are no better off than countries that do not adopt such policies. Physical distance from the Middle East has little bearing on the efforts of the jihadists, and Muslim nations are also targets. Successful counterterrorism is not possible without all countries recognizing the global nature of the threat. 

Muslims have been specifically targeted for discrimination by numerous governments, especially in France and Germany, breeding terrible distrust and resentment among Muslims in Europe. Both France and Germany banned the burka, and have very restrictive laws governing immigration of Muslims into Europe. In Germany, Muslims are prohibited from participating in some of the largest political parties. Imams, unlike Christian ministers, do not receive a government salary or enjoy government paid-for property. The fact that in many Protestant European nations, Muslims outnumber Catholics, and conversely in many Catholic European nations, Muslims outnumber Protestants is particularly insulting, and breeds distrust and resentment, dramatically displayed in the Paris riots of 2005.
 Distrust could be reversed by creating and implementing government services that assist immigrant Muslims with local language education, and that also celebrate the high points of Muslim civilization at a national level.  Jews discriminated against in the 19th century formed Jewish Associations; Muslim Associations and Chambers of Commerce could be formed. Government programs encouraging language study and Muslim culture, and promoting Muslim business organizations would help Muslims to integrate, discouraging vulnerability to terrorist recruitment. 

The rise of al-Qaeda parallels the rise of two mediums of mass communication that played a key role in the emergence of the global jihadi terror networks: Satellite television and Jihadi Internet websites. Government censorship in Muslim nations (and throughout many countries in the world) has produced an insatiable appetite for satellite television and inexpensive digital TV satellite technologies. The jihadist terror networks have exploited this void, focusing their video outreach efforts on popular global services, such as Arabsat, Astra, Hotbird, and Nilestat. Governments can approach the programming directors and negotiate (with money if necessary) to have jihadi programming eliminated. If negotiations prove ineffective, satellite signals can be jammed. If necessary, satellites could be destroyed from space. Certainly, the ramifications of the destruction of a satellite would need great consideration, planning, and cost benefit analysis: since relatively little Islamic satellite television programming is jihadist in nature, such actions would certainly be considered an attack on Islam, which could be counterproductive. Similarly, websites have become an essential element in recruiting by terrorist groups. Governments are well positioned to take down websites: insisting that a web hosting provider or Internet service provider take down the website may be sufficient. A more direct approach could be to work with the Internet backbone providers, such as Sprint and Worldcom (in the United States) to block access to the websites. If unsuccessful, governments could commission covert operations to hack the site, or inflict denial-of-service attacks against the web server, forcing it offline. Ironically, the country hosting the most jihadist websites is the United States, where such operations should be easiest.
 Though technically and politically awkward, eliminating jihadi satellite television and jihadi websites is certainly feasible, and may be help change the culture of jihadi terrorism.

Education is an area which Western and Muslim governments and politicians can diminish the culture of terrorism. Madrassas in the United States and Europe, while relatively few compared with the number of government schools, play an important educational role for some Muslims. Since most governments do not regulate madrassas’ curriculum, the content may vary greatly among schools. Politicians and members of governments could create scholarships and establish grants promoting education for immigrant families from grade school to college level. It is crucial that the Muslim population becomes as educated as possible. In Muslim countries, the educational system is more likely to rely on jihadi run madrassas than in the United States or Europe, largely a reflection of inadequate social services in the region. This allows for Hamas and other terrorist organizations to provide education, since the government education is severely lacking. Religious studies in a madrassa, known as a hifz, focus on memorization of the Qur'an, as well as studies of Sharia and the Haddith traditions. However, not all madrassas have the resources to teach adequately Classical Arabic. Consequently, madrassa students insufficiently schooled in Arabic are prized targets of the global jihadi terror networks.
 Therefore, in non-Western countries, it may be best to focus on building up social services, especially education, as part of a new Martial Plan. A complimentary strategy is to provide scholarships for study in the United States and Europe. The resources and efforts invested into the education of Muslims worldwide can forge stronger bonds and alliances among western nations and the peace loving Muslims, minimizing the threat of jihadi terrorist culture.

Politicians and the governments they lead are well positioned to confront terrorism at a political level, by pursuing policies and enacting laws that drive a wedge between the terrorist organizations and their present (and potential) supporters. Success must begin by acknowledging the global nature of the jihadi threat to all governments, Muslim and non-Muslim. This acknowledgment is a crucial step for governments to make, since without it, commitments towards international cooperation are likely to fail. The overwhelming majority of Muslims are peaceful and non-violent. Laws that treat Muslims as criminals and terrorists will make Muslims feel resentful and despised, leading a minority to take up aggressive violence in the name of jihad. Two primary modes of communication, satellite television and jihadi websites provide a major forum for the terrorists to disseminate their message and recruit followers and supporters. Fortunately, both satellite television and jihadi websites can be eliminated. The promotion of education is of incommensurable potential in combating terrorism at the policy level. Although the Intelligence Community and the military have their place in counterterrorism, politicians have a very significant place in combating cultural terrorism.
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