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The Al-Muhajiroun London Terror Network

Name

Al-Muhajiroun, "The Immigrant". Its founder, Sheikh Omar Bakri, gave the name of the organization. The term is indicative of its perceived recruitment base, the immigrant community. "Muhajiroun" is a conjugation of the Arabic word "hijara." In the Qur'an, "hijara" mean "to reject" (23:69), "to shun" (74:5), "to depart" (19:46) and "to banish" (4:34). "The shared meaning in all these usages may be deduce to be a distancing - physical or otherwise - usually from evil and disbelief."
 Al-Muhajiroun, founded in 1983 in Saudi Arabia, is an offshoot of the terrorist organization Hizb ut-Tahrir, translated as "The Liberation Party". Since the founding of Al-Muhajiroun, it has expanded and splintered into dozens of affiliated and competing organizations. The present report makes little distinction between Al-Muhajiroun itself, and various related organization. This decision to combine information is due to the common purpose between the organizations. Furthermore, most of the organizations collaborated on operations, spoke at each other's events, and raised money together. To be sure, at times the relations between the groups in the network were warm, at times cold, but always towards the same end. Lastly, it is highly relevant that members of one organization frequently belonged to other organizations as well, and members certainly prayed at each other’s mosques. The organization officially ceased to exist when Sheikh Omar Bakri issued a press release from London, on October 13, 2004. Through splinter organizations and frequent webcasts, the organization continues to effectively exist, recruit, and spread terrorism.

Size

The Terrorism Knowledgebase does not list Al-Muhajiroun as a terrorist organization. Despite any classification as a terrorist organization by the Terrorism Knowledgebase, terrorism analyst Roland Jacquard said, "every al-Qaeda operative recently arrested or identified in Europe had come into contact with Bakri at some time or other."
 An extremely rough estimate of the reach of Al-Muhajiroun can only be said to be "in the thousands." One key element to the mission of Al-Muhajiroun has been transporting its radicalized youth abroad for participation in jihadi martyrdom operations. In a January 8, 2002 interview, former Al-Muhajiroun spokesman Hassan Butt claimed 200 volunteers have been sent to Afghanistan, to aid the Taliban. The London Guardian reported the organization claimed to have 700 members.
 Sheikh Omar Bakri himself claimed the worldwide membership was approximately 3,000.

Nationalities

A review of scores of open source documents reveal the nationalities of members of Al-Muhajiroun to be from the following countries: Algeria, Australia, Britain, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, France, Ghana, Ireland, Jamaica, Lebanon, Netherlands, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Syria, Uganda, United States of America.

Location

The organization is known to have had official representatives in Ireland, the United States of America, Algeria, England, France, Germany, Pakistan, and many other countries. A press release from Al-Muhajiroun claims the organization operates in 21 countries across the world.

History

Sheikh Omar Bakri was born in Aleppo, Syria in 1958. Bakri joined the Muslim Brotherhood as a teenager, in 1972. At the time, the Muslim Brotherhood was in active revolt against the Ba'ath Party of Syria and the government of Hafez al-Assad. It is not clear if Bakri participated in any combat at the time. Bakri was expelled from Syria, and moved to Beirut, Lebanon, at the age of nineteen. During his time in Beirut, Bakri joined the Lebanese branch of Hizb Al-Tahrir, headed by Sheikh Khalil Al-Mat. Two years later, Bakri moved to Cairo, in 1979, to begin religious studies at the prestigious Al-Azhar University. Within six months, Bakri withdrew from the university, apparently over disagreements with his professors. Bakri's movements and actions during this time in his life were situated during the time of the Camp David Accords, the Khomeini Iranian Revolution, and the Seizure of the Al-Masjid al-Haram Mosque in Mecca. Within months, the Soviet Union was to commence its advance into Afghanistan. After studies at The Islamic School of al-Saltiyah in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Bakri moved to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, under the assumed name Omar Fustak, where he founded Al-Muhajiroun on March 3, 1983 (Hizb Al-Tahrir was officially banned in Saudi Arabia, and the name Al-Muhajiroun was substituted, as a front organization). The next year, Sheikh Omar Bakri was arrested by the government of Saudi Arabia, and then released on bail. Bakri made a brief visit to Britain in 1984. Late in December 1985, Bakri was again arrested for subversive activities against the government of Saudi Arabia, this time in Riyadh.

Weeks after his arrest in Riyadh, Bakri left the country, destined for the United Kingdom, using the visa he secured from his trip in 1984. On January 14, 1986, Sheikh Omar Bakri arrived in Britain, and co-founded the UK branch of the radical political party Hizb ut-Tahrir ("the Party of Liberation"), in conjunction with a fellow Syrian, Farid Kassim. Hizb ut-Tahrir is a terrorist organization officially banned in Russia, Germany, and many other nations, but legal in the United Kingdom. Hizb ut-Tahrir is said to operate secretly in as many as forty countries worldwide. Bakri became a legal resident of the United Kingdom in 1993, and applied for citizenship in March 1996. 

As co-founder of Hizb ut-Tahrir, Sheikh Omar Bakri called for the assassination of then British Prime Minister John Major, claiming he was "a legitimate target; if anyone gets the opportunity to assassinate him, I don't think they should save it. It is our Islamic duty and we will celebrate his death."

After ten years of membership in Hizb ut-Tahrir, Bakri left the organization, allegedly over theological disputes. Some sources say Bakri was at odds with the leadership of the British Hizb ut-Tahrir's complete focus on the establishment of the Caliphate (Khilafah). Bakri reportedly felt Hizb ut-Tahrir ignored issues facing British Muslims, among them unemployment and racism, because of the exclusive focus of its leadership council on the Caliphate (Khilafah).
 A more likely explanation is concern within the ranks of Hizb ut-Tahrir over the brutal murder of a Nigerian student, Ayotunde David Obanubi, attending Newham College of Further Education in east London. Bakri had just given a lecture at the college, when 15 members of Hizb ut-Tahrir assaulted the Christian student, bludgeoning him over the head with a hammer, and stabbing him to death with machetes. Members of Hizb ut-Tahrir who left the organization, to follow Omar Bakri, became the first members of Al-Muhajiroun. The new organization was formally started on February 16, 1996.

In March 1998, Sheikh Omar Bakri issued a fatwa, in conjunction with the Saudi Mohammed al-Massari, publicly rallying Muslims worldwide to attack American targets. Bakri got signatures of sixty Islamist organizations to co-sign his fatwa. One week earlier, Osama bin Laden had issued his now infamous a February 23, 1998 fatwa, released from Al Qaeda's London office, by his British spokesman Khalid Fawwaz. Sheikh Omar Bakri publicly identified himself as the European spokesman for Osama bin Laden.
 Just months later, the US Embassy Bombings in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and Nairobi, Kenya took place on August 7, 1998. No known connection between Al-Muhajiroun and the African Embassy bombings has been made, although Bakri told the BBC the attacks against the US embassies were justified.

Al-Muhajiroun established its first office in the United States in 1999. Headed by a university student, Lebanese-born Zakaria Mustapha Soubra started operations in Phoenix, Arizona. A student at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, Arizona, Soubra appears to have been an associate of September 11th hijacker Hani Hanjour.
 

Following the death of Jordan's King Hussein bin Talal, on February 7, 1999, Abu Hamza al-Masri commissioned a political mockup of the late King. The drawing depicted King Hussein adorned with horns and cast into the flames of hell. The caption read "Another one bites the dust".
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Jordan’s King Hussein, as depicted by Abu Hamza al-Masri

In 1999, Sheikh Omar Bakri issued a lightly veiled verbal call for the assassination of British Prime Minister Tony Blair. "If Tony Blair visits a Muslim state, he will be a legitimate target for assassination and I would not condemn his killers."

Sheikh Omar Bakri composed a religious fatwa, threatening Russian President Boris Yeltsin in December 1999. The fatwa also called on British Muslims to attack the Russian Embassy in London.

Abu Hamza led a group of athletic Muslim thugs to terrorize mainstream moderate Muslims in London. The imam of the London Finsbury Park mosque, Shafiullah Patel, was brutally assaulted while teaching children in March 2000. An elderly moderate leader from the mosque was clubbed repeatedly with a baseball bat. Trustees of the mosque were threatened and were bullied into not returning to prayer services. Hamza was named imam, and soon forced out most members of the board of directors. The few remaining board members became extremely loyal to the new imam, and replacements for the vacated positions were named from among Hamza's own group.
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Sheikh Abu Hamza
In 2001, Abu Hamza al-Masri, the imam at the Al-Muhajiroun associated Finsbury Park mosque suggested a plan to assassinate the President of the United States, George W. Bush, and other world leaders, at the G-8 summit in Genoa, Italy.
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Finsbury Park mosque
Al-Muhajiroun publicly called for the murder Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf, in a fatwa issued seven days after September 11, 2001. In a highly unusual move for a sitting head of state, President Musharraf publicly singled out Al-Muhajiroun" There are extremist organizations in the United Kingdom Hizb ut-Tahrir and al-Muhajiroun who operate with full impunity," he said. "They had the audacity to pass an edict against my life ... I know that they also give sermons of hate, anger and violence. Therefore I would like to say that there is a lot to be done by Pakistan and may I suggest that there is a lot to be done in England also." The interest in killing President Musharraf was not limited to verbal threats alone. Al-Muhajiroun member Muhammad Junaid Barbar was twice sent on missions to assassinate the Pakistani President. The first mission was scheduled for early 2002. Barbar acquired eight AK-47 machine guns, with 5,000 rounds of ammunition. Additionally, he purchased hand grenades for use in the 2002 attempted assassination of President Musharraf. The operation was not successful, but Barbar was apparently dispatched again to kill Musharraf in late 2003. For this mission, Barbar had explosives sent by courier in June 2003. Pakistani officials intercepted the baggage before the contents ever reached Barbar.
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President Musharraf
The Al-Muhajiroun network, celebrated the one-year anniversary of the September 11th attacks with a conference, glorifying the attacks. An invitational poster was commissioned, that read "September the 11th 2001, a Towering Day in World History". The poster also featured a graphic of the first World Trade Center in a cloud of smoke and the second plane about to strike the second tower.
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Poster from Al-Muhajiroun, glorifying the 9/11 attacks

The outspoken imam Sheikh Abdullah el-Faisal was expelled from the Brixton mosque, where he taught.
 Faisal was charged with racial incitement and three of "soliciting murder" of Jews, Americans and Hindus. The trial judge was sent a letter, bearing a postmark from Scotland, promising a bribery payment of £50,000. Faisal was found guilty, convicted, and sentenced on February 24, 2003, to nine years in prison. The sentence was reduced to seven years, and Faisal was released after four years, and deported to his birthplace, Jamaica.
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Sheikh Abdullah el-Faisal
The only way forward is for you, the Muslims, to kill the kufrs (non-believers)."
In 2003, Al-Muhajiroun focused it's September 11th conference on remembering the hijackers. The theme was "The Magnificent 19 - That Divided the World on September 11th". A quote from Kahf: 13, beneath the byline read "...they were youth who believed in their Lord and We increased them in guidance."
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Al-Muhajiroun opened an office in Dublin, Ireland, headed on October 3, 2003.
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Khalid Kelly. The former leader of al Muhajiroun in Ireland with son Osama
In late February 2004, the Pakistan branch of Al-Muhajiroun severed itself the British headquarters in London.

Imam Abu Hamza was arrested in May 2004 and convicted and sentenced seven years in prison on February 7, 2006.
 Hamza awaits trial in the United States for conspiracy to establish a jihadi terrorist training camp in Bly, Oregon. 

The third anniversary Al-Muhajiroun conference celebrating the September 11th attacks was scheduled for 2004, under the banner "The Choice is in Your Hands: Either You're with the Muslims or with the Infidels." The event was canceled, when the venue owners, the Friends House in central London, learned of the actual intent of the meeting scheduled for that day.

On October 13, 2004, Al-Muhajiroun founder Sheikh Omar Bakri formally dissolved the organization, through an official press release, entitled "An Official Declaration Dissolving Al-Muhajiroun". The press release, composed by Sheik Omar Bakri, announces the network has "decided to dissolve the movement called Al-Muhajiroun." The full text of the press release is in appendix A.
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Al-Muhajiroun founder Omar Bakri
After the formal dissolving of Al-Muhajiroun, the network restructured itself under the name Al-Ghurabaa, sometime in November 2004. An affiliated organization was formed under the name the Saved Sect. The name, translated into English, means "The Strangers." A training camp by the same name is located in Pakistan, and has ties to the terrorist organization Jemaah Islamiya. There is not a known link between the British-based Al-Muhajiroun network by the name Al-Ghurabaa and Jemaah Islamiya.

In April 2005, the Al-Muhajiroun network, under the guise of Al-Ghurabaa, had a press conference in London, urging Muslims to not participate in the upcoming elections in Britain. The network also held protests against the Danish cartoons that depicted the Prophet Muhammad.

On August 6, 2005, Sheikh Omar Bakri fled the United Kingdom, destined for Lebanon. Although he claimed to be on holiday, Bakri most likely fled following a string of arrests of people associated with the Al-Muhajiroun network. During his time out of the country, the British government British Home Secretary Charles Clarke reported Omar Bakri was "not conducive to the public good” and forbade him return. 

February 1, 2006, a new board of trustees was appointed to the London Finsbury Park mosque.
 The stated purpose was to have a "fresh start" at the mosque, and restore its previous "moderate" reputation. Instead, Abu Abdullah (Attila Ahmet), the second in command after the incarcerated Imam Abu Hamza, was named head of the London Finsbury Park mosque, and the radical agenda continued. 

In July 2006, the government of Britain passed an order officially banning both the new arms of the Al-Muhajiroun network, Al-Ghurabaa and the Saved Sect. Fourteen other groups were named in the order, though the Hizb ut-Tahrir was not named.
 Sheikh Omar Bakri attempted to return to Britain by boat, probably to escape the Israeli attacks on Hizbollah in Lebanon.

By October 2006, the Al-Muhajiroun network again restructured, under the name Followers of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaah, which means “Adherents to the Sunnah and the Ummah (community)”. The network morphed into an Internet forum, password protected, and by invitation only, from a trusted member of the network. Anjem Choudhury (under the alias Abou Luqman), leader of the affiliated Society of Muslim Lawyers and prominent member of the Al-Muhajiroun network emerged as a significant spokesman for the organization. The website (www.muntadaa.net) reportedly contains discussion boards, as well as recordings of Al Qaeda leaders Osama Bin Laden, Ayman al-Zawahiri, and Sheikh Omar Bakri.
 There are approximately 700 registered members to the online forum.

The Al-Muhajiroun network issued a call on the Internet for Muslims worldwide to assist Somalia in the “divine call of jihad” against the infidel forces of Ethiopia. Issued in late December 2006. 

In January 2008, Attila Ahmet, and four other key members of the Al-Muhajiroun network were arrested. In February 2008, they were found guilty of soliciting to murder. The sentences have not yet been announced.
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Attila Ahmet
Modus Operandi

There is some evidence of an alliance with the British government that permitted Al-Muhajiroun to exist and operate in London. Sheikh Omar Bakri explained to the London-based Al-Sharq Al-Awsat daily newspaper, "I work here in accordance with the covenant of peace which I made with the British government when I got [political] asylum... We respect the terms of this bond as Allah orders us to do." [[[August 22, 1998, Londonistan, p. 46]]] This claim may not be as far-fetched as it may initially appear. London has been host to numerous violent terrorist organizations, providing a safe haven for money laundering [[[London Sunday Times September 15, 2001 BRITISH ANTI-TERRORISM LAWS ARE A MISERABLE FAILURE]]], training, propaganda, and protected status for terrorists. The former al-Muhajiroun fundraiser Hassan Butt also acknowledged the existence of such an arrangement in an interview with the television program 60 Minutes.
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Hassan Butt
Jihadi Training Camps

By at least 1999, Al Muhajiroun was fully operational with an initiative to run jihadi training camps on British soil itself. Camps are known to have existed in London and Birmingham, nearly every weekend during 1999. Recruits trained in hand-to-hand combat and gained experience with survival skills. It is highly likely that another organization, Sakina Security Services, run by the late Francis (Frank) Etim, was outsourced to help run the camps. The website for Sakina Security Services advertised "The Ultimate Jihad Challenge," described as a firearms training course in the United States lasting two weeks. Francis Etim, a Roman Catholic born in Britain, converted to Islam and adopted the name Sulayman Zain-Ul-Abidin. In partnership with Berkeley and Associates Inc and Trans Global Security International, Sakina Security Services was able to run paramilitary training camps in the northwest of England and in Alabama, "only eight hours away from the UK" (boasted the website). The shooting range Ground Zero USA, run by the British national Mark D. Yates, specialized in training police forces from around the United States, including the Alabama State Troopers Department, and the Cleveland Police Department. Locations of the paramilitary training camps were in Louisiana, and Alabama.
 La Pravda described the training, "What they saw there was shocking. The training was great. As targets, dummies, real buses, and police cars were used. And they did not spare targets which were literally riddled." Trainees "could expect to fire 2,000 to 3,000 rounds of mixed caliber ammunition and be trained in tactical ambush, working as a team under fire, sniper and multi-target engagement."
 The Ground Zero USA shooting range featured a "live fire combat house", similar to those used by the SAS and the American Navy. Customers willing to pay up to £1,195 a session can choose from a long list of courses, which include training in SWAT (special weapons and tactics), urban fighting, hand to hand combat and special weapons."
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Images from Ground Zero Training camp used by the Al-Muhajiroun Terror Network
Sakina Security Services may have arranged for British Muslims to participate in jihadi training camps in Yetgoch, in Hebron, Wales on the grounds of a former farmhouse and recording studio.

Estimates available from the British Foreign Office indicate as many as three thousand have been trained in Al Qaeda camps. Up to sixteen thousand British Muslims are believed to contribute varying degrees of support to the most extreme elements within the country.

Doctrine

The doctrine of Al-Muhajiroun is perhaps best described as Wahhabism and Salafism. The use of the term Salafism can be said to be a successful hijacking of the Arabic word, which means opious predecessors, indicating a nostalgia for the pious days of the earliest followers of the Prophet Muhammad. The Al-Muhajiroun organization, in its' varied names and regenerations falls neatly into a development of Islamist extremism that begins with the ideas of Hassan al-Banna, Abul Ala Mawdudi, Sayyid Qutb, and Abdullah Azzam. Mustafa Kamel Mustafa (the future Sheikh Abu Hamza al-Masri, of London's Finsbury Park Mosque) met Sheikh Abdullah Azzam (the mentor to Al Qaeda's Ayman Zawahiri and Osama bin Laden) in 1987, while on the Hajj to Mecca, when Mustafa was aged twenty-nine. According to most accounts, Mustafa (Hamza) packed up his belongings and headed directly for Afghanistan. Omar Bakri's earliest radicalized connections are with the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria, from 1972, at the age of fourteen. Bakri continued to be closely associated with the Muslim Brotherhood throughout his life in the Middle East.

The doctrine of Al-Muhajiroun calls for the replacement of the Dar al-harb (Land of the Enemy) or Dar al-Kuffr (Land of the Unbelievers) with the Dar al-Islam (Land or House of Peace). In actual practice, Al-Muhajiroun has routinely called for the flying of a black flag over Buckingham Palace and Downing Street. 

A testament to deeply-rooted anti-Semitism, Al-Muhajiroun tables at street corners, their bookstores, and internet websites have been known to sell The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, and Mein Kampf, by Adolf Hitler. An examination of literature from of the Al-Muhajiroun website, shut down since August 27, 2004, displays the text of fatwas issued by the organization, the Shari'ah Islamic Magazine available in PDF format, and downloadable recordings of lectures by Sheikh Omar Bakri.
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Hitler’s Mein Kampf popular with Al-Muhajiroun
The fatwa entitled "Those Who Ally with the Disbelievers Against Muslims" instructs its readers "It is natural to hear that the Kuffaar (non-Muslims) are fighting the believers, because the animosity of the Kuffaar towards Muslims is an almighty tradition which will always remain." The same issue of the Shari'ah Islamic Magazine clearly defines one of the central issues for Al-Muhajiroun, "British or Muslim? A Question of Allegiance." The question of loyalty is, for the Al-Muhajiroun network, a question of identity. The organization dictates through it's teachings that "believers" are to be first Muslims, and obedient only to Allah. The literature distinguishes between varying levels of allegiance to Allah, and identifies itself (and other organizations, such as Al Qaeda) as in the vanguard of all Muslims.

Believers who fall short of commitment to the Islamist cause as expressed by Al Muhajiroun and its affiliated organizations are to be considered suffering from jahilyyah, "a state of ignorance into which a society descends whenever it deviates from the Islamic way.... All contemporary ills are the product of this foundational transgression of human hubris."
 The designation of non-vanguard Muslims as "jahilyyah" makes them legitimate targets for violence, in the teachings of both Sayyid Qutb and his predecessor in the Muslim Brotherhood, Abul Ala Mawdudi. Al-Muhajiroun's website, on August 4, 2004, was very explicit on this matter, in an unattributed article on jihad, entitled "Denying Terrorism in Islam is Kufr Akbar." The section, "Terrorism is a Part of Islam" instructs the reader, "Whoever says that Islam is free from terrorism or wants to differentiate between Islam and terrorism is committing Al Juhoud and that is Kufr Akbar and will take them out of the fold of Islam."

Frequent references in the literature, website, and lectures to these ideas makes it abundantly clear that the Al-Muhajiroun network has no problem with the taking of innocent life, be it Muslim or not. Omar Bakri told a reporter, "When I first heard about (the September 11, 2001 attacks), there was some initial delight about such an attack. I received a phone call and said, 'Oh, wow, the United States has come under attack.' It was exciting."
 

A remarkable document issued by the Al-Muhajiroun-allied extremist organization Hizb-ut-Tahrir al-Islami, entitled "Radicalization, Extremism, and Islamism: Realities and Myths in the War on Terror" is particularly revealing about the doctrine and ideology espoused by the network of organizations. Written by Abdul Wahid, the Chairman of the UK Executive Committee, the pamphlet takes on the many terms and phrases from the Global War on Terror and seeks to "translate" them into Islamist-speak. The purpose is to serve as a kind of antidote for Muslims resisting the radicalization process, and restore confidence to Islamists who may be swayed by the arguments of "the West." In Islamist-speak, Hizb-ut-Tahrir al-Islami translates the words "radicalized" and "extremism" to mean, "politicized." Interestingly, in Part 3, of Section II, the author outlines a history of European Enlightenment thinkers on questions of political violence, from John Locke to Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson. The work then covers a history of "national liberation struggles" from Afghanistan to South Africa, naming Ronald Reagan and Nelson Mandela as supporters of national liberation struggles. By positioning the struggle of Islamists in this manner, Hizb-ut-Tahrir al-Islami attempts to lend credibility to the campaigns of indiscriminate terror by its associates and allied organizations, from Al-Muhajiroun to Al Qaeda. The writer proceeds to a defense of the Caliphate (Khilafah), arguing that only through the installation of a Caliphate (Khilafah) will stability be brought to the Muslim world. Essential to the success of the longed-for Caliphate (Khilafah) is Sharia law, which "places the original authority for managing the affairs of the people in the hands of the people themselves." It is certain that the author has in mind the "corrupt dictatorships" that are propped up by "the West" in contrasting the nexus of political power. The tract then distances itself from what it calls "Moderate, Reformed Islam." The paper, remarkably candid about its worldview, is most remarkable in illustrating how ideas from moderate Islam as well as the Global War on Terror are understood, from the perspective of the Islamists.

Strategy

In 1986 Sheikh Omar Bakri and Farid Kassim opened the British branch of Hizb ut-Tahrir UK. The stated goal of Hizb ut-Tahrir is to supplant secular rule by Shari'a law, under the governance of a Caliphate (Khilafah). This strategy is intended throughout the entire world, and not restricted to nations in which Muslims are the most prominently represented. The Hizb ut-Tahrir is a multi-phased approach, and the time frame is understood to potentially take generations, if necessary. Open warfare is endorsed between the Caliphate (Khilafah) and the state of Israel. Other western nations, including Britain, America, Russia, and France are deemed "wrong to establish diplomatic relations with them."

The Hizb ut-Tahrir organization distanced itself from founder Sheik Omar Bakri in 1996, most likely undertaken for the survival of the organization, and hence, the future of the cause. Sheikh Omar Bakri founded a parallel organization, Al-Muhajiroun, with comparable goals to Hizb ut-Tahrir. In 1991 the government of Saudi Arabia, under the sponsorship of Sheik Sheikh al-Rajhi dispatched the Jamaican-born and Saudi-educated Sheikh Abdullah el-Faisal to Britain, to further the cause of Wahhabi. The Egyptian engineer, Mustafa Kamel Mustafa was radicalized by Sheikh Abdullah Yusuf Azzam and muscled his way to leadership of the previously mainstream London Finsbury Park mosque, assuming his radicalized identity as Abu Hamza.
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Sheikh Omar Bakri, ousted from Hizb ut-Tahrir
The four-pronged strategy of Hizb ut-Tahrir, Al-Muhajiroun, the London Finsbury Park mosque, and the students of Sheikh Abdullah el-Faisal is to organize the immigrant populations of London into a radicalized flavor of Wahhabi Islam. The network has radicalized moderate Muslims into radicalized Muslims, trained several thousands in jihadi training camps in Britain, Africa, and Asia.

Recruiting

A central component to the strategy of Al-Muhajiroun has been its focus on youth, especially teenagers to approximately the age of 29.
 Many of the members and associates of the Al-Muhajiroun network are highly educated, among them university graduates with advanced degrees and bachelors degrees. Many had completed or enrolled in college. Universities where the Al-Muhajiroun network has been active include Newham College of Further Education in London, Kings College in London, Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Arizona, Brown University in Rhode Island, Manchester University, University of Birmingham, Oxford University, University of Texas at Austin, City College of New York, Southwest Missouri State University, Queensborough Community College, Kingston University, Brooklyn College, Marymount College, and the London School of Economics.
, 
, 
.

Approximately three percent of the population in Britain is Muslim, or about 1.8 million. Roughly half the Muslim population is from Pakistan, or has Pakistani roots. It is the children of this first generation of immigrants that is the recruitment target of the Al-Muhajiroun network. As the children of immigrants, the social and racial identity is in doubt for many, with some allegiance to "the home country" and some allegiance to the United Kingdom (in the case of the British Al-Muhajiroun network). Additionally, Britain is largely a secular country, with religion playing a less prominent role in British society for than the immigrant population is accustomed.
 The dislocation of religion for many Muslims is disorienting, for whom the Ummah (collective of Muslims worldwide) is not merely a matter of doctrine but rather, a way of life. Many Muslims identify first as a Muslim, and secondarily with their nationality. Questions of language also contribute to a feeling of isolationism for the British Muslim population. The language of the Imam in prayer is frequently not English, or even Arabic, in Britain, which does not help the second generation Muslims in Britain feel as connected as their parents, with the religion.
 For a variety of reasons, immigrant populations in Britain, especially within London, live apart from white-skinned Englishmen, in what amounts to Muslim ghettoes. The end-result of this unofficial segregation, coupled with an attempt to identify first as a Muslim, is a compromised sense of "Britishness." Further compounding the complexity of the psychological disorientation is that, even for non-Muslims in Britain, the varied groups comprising the "United" Kingdom have not melded well historically. There is no clear sense of Britishness at all, with many identifying as a Scotsman, Irish, Welsh, etc. If Britain's centuries-long history of colonialism is factored in, then Muslims (half of which are of Pakistani origin) are competing with Africans as "last place" immigrants, in the minds of the deeply racist British society. Despite this standing in British society, the first generation (parents generation) is more likely to think of Britain as a place of refuge and freedom than the conditions back home from which they fled. The immigrant children (second generation) do not have the first hand experience of growing up in the impoverished nation of home country, be it in Pakistan or some other country. Consequently, a generational gap, common under the best of circumstances in families, becomes further exacerbated. The first generation parents are thereby even more likely to pressure their children into pursuing education and opportunities that were completely unavailable back home, or simply unaffordable. The first generation, desperate to provide some level of continuity in their roots, is likely to pressure their children into arranged marriages. In some cases, the children might finally "succeed" at talking their family out of an arranged marriage, only to find their months or even years of work on this front to be dashed after a visit from the grandparents back home.

This shattered sense of identity in the second generation British Muslim population makes them highly attractive targets for recruiters from the Al-Muhajiroun networks. The Al-Muhajiroun networks' process of radicalization can take a matter of days, in some cases.
 The network seems to offer answers to everything the young Muslim has found wrong in his or her life. The sermons are in English, which enables the young Muslims to immediately feel at home. The network seems to fill a spiritual void for the young Muslims. The imams tell the potential recruits they are free to marry whomever they wish, so long as their spouse is a Muslim. The Al-Muhajiroun network takes on the racism experienced by their potential recruits head-on, in contrast with the generation of their parents. Instead of feeling like second (or even third) class immigrants, the recruits of Al-Muhajiroun are made to feel they are the elite, what the Egyptian journalist Sayyid Qutb termed in classical Marxist language "the vanguard". The Al-Muhajiroun network tells recruits that their family conflicts are because their parents are suffering from Jahilyyah. The final stage of recruitment and radicalization is when the recruit is told of that Jihad is the forgotten pillar of Islam. For Al-Muhajiroun, failure to comply means risking eternal damnation in the flames of hell. The way out, teaches Al-Muhajiroun, is to become a shahid, by undertaking a martyrdom operation. Only then can the young recruit be spared the agonies of hell, and shall be eternally rewarded with 72 virgins. The radicalization process of the Al-Muhajiroun network has proven extremely efficient at making its members ripe for recruitment by Al Qaeda and Hamas.
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Sayyid Qutb
A significant number of criminals joined the Al-Muhajiroun networks, promised salvation and forgiveness for their conversion to Islam. Converts can be even more extreme than native-born Muslims, precisely because the convert feels either a need to prove his or her commitment. Additionally, it is the case with converts to the Al-Muhajiroun networks that the conversion came about within a radicalized environment. Famous converts within the Al-Muhajiroun networks include Sheikh Abdullah al-Faisal, the 7/7 bomber Jermaine Lindsey, the first shoe bomber Richard Reid, Abu Izadeen (Omar Brooks), Khalid Kelly, James Ujaama, and Francis Etim (Sulayman Zainulabidin).
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Shoebomber Richard Reid
Weaponry

London police raided the Finsbury Park mosque on January 20, 2003, in police maneuvers known as Operation Mermant. The raid found chemical warfare protection suits, blank-firing pistols, a stun gun and CS spray. Also retrieved in the raid was a gas mask, handcuffs, hunting knives and a walkie-talkie. Over one hundred stolen or forged passports were recovered, as well as other forms of identification documents (including drivers licenses), equipment for lamination, credit cards and checkbooks.

Reports of training camps run by Al-Muhajiroun and the Finsbury Park Mosque include assault weapons, specifically Kalashnikov AK-47s.
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Assault weapons training in London mosque
Weapons used in the murder attacks on a student and against police included a hammer, machetes, and knives. Similarly in the killing of the Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl, a knife was used to slit the victim's throat, and another for the subsequent beheading.

The attacks in Yemen made use of guns (unspecified type), grenades, rockets, and other types of bombs. Attempts at producing poisons, such as ricin were discovered at the Finsbury Park mosque. Additionally, evidence of nicotine poison and poison from rotting meats were attempted, but unsuccessfully created.
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Deadly ricin poison
Discovered as part of Operation Crevice was a 1,320 lbs ammonium nitrate fertilizer bomb. For a comparison, the bomb used in the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York City, was 1,200 lbs of ammonium nitrate fertilizer. Al-Muhajiroun member Khazi Nurur Rahman sought to obtain SAM-7 surface-to-air missiles, Uzi sub-machine guns, and rocket-propelled grenades. The backpack suicide bombs used in all nine of the London July 7 and July 21 bombings and attempted bombings were hydrogen peroxide explosives.
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1,320 lbs fertilizer bomb in storage
Attacks carried out by Al-Muhajiroun members who were dispatched abroad for jihad typically made use of a different caliber of arsenal. A massive truck bomb (type of explosive not known) was used in Kashmir. The two shoe bombers were outfitted with PETN plastic explosives. The pair of suicide bombers sent to Tel Aviv was both outfitted with Hamas suicide explosive belts, which included thin Deta sheet explosives. The Beslan attack was carried out with hand grenades, explosives belts, flamethrowers, RShG-1 rocket-propelled grenade launchers. Many of the homemade improvised explosive devices (IEDs) brought by the terrorists failed to detonate.

Financing

The Al-Muhajiroun network has been linked to fraudulent fundraising schemes, tied directly to the Finsbury Park mosque. The British police, in an investigation known as Operation Springbourne, determined the organization raised millions of British pounds for the jihad campaigns of muhajideen in Afghanistan, Algeria, and Chechnya. Details are only partly available, but what is known is that a massive shoplifting ring helped fund the jihad. The two key members of Al-Muhajiroun involved in the shoplifting program were Kamel Bourgass (also linked to a research efforts by the organization in poisons) and Mohammed Meguerba. Members of the Al-Mujajiroun network stole expensive items of clothing, and sold them from booths and stalls in the market. Al-Muhajiroun purchased a company, Seven Roses, to help run sales.

Another source of funding is from the mosques themselves. The most radical of the mosques is the Finsbury Park mosque. The religion of Islam regards zakat, or the giving of charity, to be the fourth pillar of Islam. Consequently, it is obligatory for all Muslims to make donations to charity. A review of some videos taken from inside the Finsbury Park mosque shows the leadership making requests for zakat for multiple causes. Standard fare was a "regular" donation and then another offering basket specifically for jihad. The Finsbury Park is hardly the only mosque involved with the Al-Muhajiroun networks, though it is the best known. 

Through the network of organizations with ties to Al-Muhajiroun, fundraising takes place through more innocuous-sounding names of charities and similar organizations. Unless a donor undertakes a substantial investigation into the background of the organization, he or she is very unlikely to learn of the connection with Al-Muhajiroun. In fact, very few members of the general public are qualified or have the patience to uncover linkages between organizations, and this phenomenon is exploited by Al-Muhajiroun as part of its fundraising endeavors. Few people would question the background of organizations named, Muslim Welfare Trust, Palestine Return Centre, and Committee for Defense of Legitimate Rights, Society of Muslim Lawyers. Up to sixteen thousand British Muslims are believed to contribute varying degrees of support to the most extreme elements within the country.

Former Al-Muhajiroun member and student organizer Hassan Butt explained to the Birmingham Post, "There are many professional people in the Muslim community who have highly-paid jobs. These people, like doctors, chemists and engineers, are happy to make large private donations to help the holy war."

Imam Abu Hamza of the London Finsbury Park mosque encouraged shoplifting, selling stolen passports, forgery of identity cards and documents, etc. The activities were sanctioned, according to Hamza because, "It is a theft but it is theft from non-protected (i.e. Kuffr, non-Muslims - ed) persons. It is like killing a non-protected person, there is nothing in it; it is not protected blood...No Sheikh can forbid it or anyone. It must be permissible by Allah's order....".
 Under a similar justification, the Al-Muhajiroun network deliberately worked with and recruited known drug dealers. Told if they donated at least twenty percent of their earnings to the mosque, unrepentant, active drug dealers were informed their souls would be saved. In addition, the Al-Muhajiroun network regarded dealing in illegal drugs as an act of warfare, perhaps even chemical warfare.
 Members also maintained small balances under false identities in many banks, establishing good credit, and then taking out a dozen bank loans each. When the banks tried to collect on the loans, they were unable to locate the perpetrators.

The Al-Muhajiroun network has also collected state funds, in the form of welfare benefits and disability checks, to raise money. A number of the full-time members are not employed, and receive state benefits, claiming great difficulty in securing employment. Although many members of the organization are eligible to receive payments, there is evidence of some members collecting eight and nine unemployment checks, instead of just the one for which they legally qualify. Many members of the Al-Muhajiroun network brag of how the government is inadvertently funding jihad.
 Sheikh Omar Bakri told the Jamestown Foundation that members of Al-Muhajiroun contribute one-third of their income to the network. Additional funding is raised from sales of pamphlets, books, audiotapes, CDs, and videos.

Lastly, through circumstantial evidence, a deeper window into the finances of Al-Muhajiroun can be seen when considering three anecdotal areas:

1.) Ease of paying for missiles and other expensive military hardware

2.) The effort of Sheikh Abdullah el-Faisal to bribe a judge

3.) The discovery of large numbers of credit cards found in the Finsbury Park mosque, during a police raid in January 2003

Attacks Connected to the Al-Muhajiroun Terror Network

The Al-Muhajiroun affiliate, Supporters of Shari’ah (founded by Abu Hamza al-Masri in 1994) undertook a major kidnapping plot in Yemen in 1998. Working in alliance with the terrorist organization Islamic Army of Aden-Abyan (under the leadership of Abu Hassan, the founder of the organization). Between December 23 and December 29, 1998 took sixteen western tourists as hostages in an attack in Mawdiyah, Yemen. The hostages included two Americans, two Australians, and twelve British tourists. Hamza is known to have provided a £2,000 satellite telephone to the leader of the plot, and possibly to other kidnappers, as well as £500 of satellite telephone airtime. The day before the attack, Abu Hamza al-Masri had no less than four telephone calls with the kidnappers. Very soon after the initial abduction, the ringleader of the kidnappers telephoned Abu Hamza al-Masri at his home, through the provided satellite telephone.
 The terrorists appear to have communicated their demands on the satellite phone provided by Abu Hamza al-Masri. During the attack, four female terrorists were killed. Abu Hamza al-Masri then posted a "Yemen hostage communiqué No. 1" in Arabic, on "Supporters of Shari’ah" letterhead, to his website.
 Three terrorists were killed, and three were arrested. The convicted terrorists were each given the death penalty. 
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Abu Hamza’s Communiqe
A parallel terrorist operation to the Yemeni kidnapping plot was a terror bombing campaign, planned for numerous British targets in Yemen, involving Abu Hamza al-Masri's Supporters of Shari’ah organization. Six young men, among them Abu Hamza al-Masri's seventeen-year-old son, Mohammed Mustafa Kamel, and his stepson Moshen Ghailan (then aged 18) were arrested.
 A recovered laundry list included plans to "slaughter Western tourists in their beds with an attack on the Movenpick Hotel, fire rockets into a clinic in the grounds of Aden's only Christian church, murder British diplomats at their consulate building and party-goers inside the Al Shadhrawan nightclub, and attack the UN office in the city and a hotel used by American troops."
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Abu Hamza’s son Mohammed
Abu Hamza al-Masri's son, Mohammed Mustafa Kamel, was in prison in Yemen for three years for involvement in the planned bombing campaign. Hamza's stepson Musin Ghailan was given a seven-year sentence.

Mohammed Bilal, a 24-year old student from Birmingham, and member of Al Muhajiroun, detonated his explosive charges in a massive truck bomb attack against Indian army troops at a checkpoint on Christmas Day, 2000 in Srinagar, Indian Kashmir. The explosion from the car bomb was "so powerful, nothing was left of his body."
,
 Six soldiers and three college students were killed by the blast, in addition to Bilal.
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Nothing remained of Bilal’s body
Zacarias Moussaoui, the so-called 20th hijacker from Al Qaeda's September 11th, 2001 attacks was a member of the Finsbury Park mosque. Moussaoui was also a student of the radical Jamaican imam Abdullah el-Faisal, at his Brixton mosque, in south London.
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”20th hijacker” Zacarias Moussaoui
On December 22, 2001 Abdul Raheem, better known as Richard Colvin Reid, was a feverishly devoted member of Al-Muhajiroun, and prayed at the Finsbury Park Mosque. Observed praying all day and all night, on many occasions he slept at the Mosque, affording him greater spiritual connection to Allah. Richard Reid was also a devotee of imam Abdullah el-Faisal, who taught at south London mosque in Brixton. Reid was dispatched to Paris, France armed with PETN plastic explosives concealed in the soles of his high-top sneakers. His martyrdom operation was famously stifled, as the aircraft crew subdued the 6'4" Reid, and an onboard physician twice-injected him with tranquilizers from the aircraft's onboard medical kit.

Sajid Badat, another "shoe bomber" connected to Al-Muhajiroun and the Finsbury Park Mosque, was deployed on a suicide mission, to blow up an unspecified commercial airliner. Badat aborted his mission, but it was not until November 27, 2003 that Badat was arrested. He was found guilty of conspiracy to destroy, damage or endanger an aircraft and sentenced to thirteen years in prison.

Months later, the already famous international terrorist Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh, member of Al-Muhajiroun's Pakistan branch, tracked his target, the Jewish Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl. Sheikh, who had already been tried, convicted, and imprisoned for a kidnapping plot in 1994, and a hijacking plot in 1999 successfully kidnapped the reporter, in a very high-publicity abduction, and a search for Pearl failed to rescue the reporter. Sheikh famously murdered Pearl, following verbal taunting and humiliation, and beheaded his corpse. A videotape of the deeds, provided to the Al Jazeera television network, was quickly aired, making international headlines.
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Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl, moments before his beheading
In January 2003, Kamel Bourgass, a member of the Finsbury Park mosque and devoted follower of Abu Hamza al-Masri, was listed on Britain's most wanted listed.
 The police raided the Finsbury Park mosque, and a nearby flat located no evidence of the extremely toxic poison ricin. The raid recovered 22 castor beans (the primary ingredient in producing ricin poison), cherry stones, blotting paper, and nail polish remover (all ingredients in producing ricin poison), instructions on producing ricin poison, and a memo detailing a plot to apply the toxins (once made) to car door handles, and doorknobs to restaurants and office buildings. 
, 
 Bourgass had already fled the scene, and was on his way to a predetermined escape route out of the country. A police officer was killed and three others seriously wounded by Bourgass, prompting a life sentence at the subsequent trial. 

On April 30, 2003, two Al-Muhajiroun terrorists, Asif Mohammed Hanif and Omar Khan Sharif, having joined a Hamas cell, were sent to Israel. Reaching the Tel Aviv beachfront nightclub and bar, Mike's Place, Asif Hanif detonated his explosives belt, killing three (plus himself) and injuring fifty-five. Sharif's explosives belt, armed with thin Deta sheet explosives, apparently failed to detonate. One week later, Sharif's decomposed body was recovered from the sea, following his drowning death.
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Mike’s Place nightclub in Tel Aviv
In 2004, MI-5 detected a plot by several Al-Muhajiroun members to assemble a 1,320 lbs ammonium nitrate fertilizer bomb. The conspirators were detected and the largest British counterterrorism operation, known as Operation Crevice was launched. MI-5 implanted listening devices at the residence of convicted conspirator Jawad Akbar. A concealed video camera was installed at the Access Self Storage depot in Hanwell, in west London, where the plotters were storing the massive quantities of fertilizer, as well as a smaller amount of aluminum powder. Some of the plotters attended training camps in Pakistan, learning poisoning techniques with ricin and the use of explosives. The target for the bombing was to be the popular London nightclub "Ministry of Sound." Convicted terror cell member Omar Khyam, taped in a bugged telephone conversation was recorded as saying, "A big nightclub in central London, no-one can put their hands up and say they're innocent - those slags dancing around." Other proposed targets included the Bluewater shopping mall, synagogues, trains, and aircraft. CD ROMs detailing the high-pressure gas infrastructure of England were recovered from a laptop belonging to Waheed Mahmood, another convicted member of the terrorist cell. Mahmood worked for Morrisons Utility Services, a contractor to the electric and gas grid utility company. Mahmood also proposed poisoning the fans at a football match, and praised the Madrid train bombings as "absolutely beautiful." Operation Crevice closed in on the cell on March 30, 2004. The judicial system gave sentences of varying lengths in April 2007.

The Beslan school hostage siege ranks among the most bloody and notorious of terrorist attacks. Several of the terrorists involved in the attack were either members of the Finsbury Park mosque or attended prayer services as guests. Chechen rebel warlord Shamil Basayev claimed responsibility for the attack. One of his key aides, Kamel Rabat Bouralha, an Algerian-born British citizen, was a Finsbury Park mosque regular.
 Osman Larussi and Yacine Benalia, two more British Algerians central to the Beslan massacre were formerly London residents and had ties to the Finsbury Park mosque. Between September 1-3, 2004, 334 civilians were killed in the siege, among them 186 school children. At least 783 people were injured. The involvement of the three former members of the Finsbury Park mosque is most likely an example of worshippers becoming radicalized and then dispatched to fight in jihad abroad. No available evidence directly links the Finsbury Park mosque or Al-Muhajiroun to the attack itself.
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Beslan victim
The British transportation system was the target of four deadly suicide bomber attacks on July 7, 2005. Al-Muhajiroun's Mohammad Sidique Khan, Shehzad Tanweer, Germaine Lindsay, and Hasib Hussain all detonated their homemade ten pound bombs, carried in their backpacks, three on the London underground rail system, and one on a double-decker bus, within an hour of each other. The attacks occurred during the international G-8 summit, held in London. Also that same day, London was named as the host for the 2012 Summer Olympics, and the imam to the London Finsbury Park mosque, Abu Hamza al-Masri, was scheduled to begin his trial. According to some reports, Mohammad Sidique Khan, widely-identified as the ringleader to the terrorist cell, was also a key planner in the Tel Aviv suicide bombing attack at the Mike's Place nightclub and bar in 2003. Khan also attended training camp set up by Al-Muhajiroun leader Mohammed Junaid Barbar in the mountains of northern Pakistan in 2003. In 2002, Khan was a key planner in the triple bombing in Bali, Indonesia.
 Shehzad Tanweer, a member of the Finsbury Park mosque traveled to Karachi with Khan. Germaine Lindsay appears to have been radicalized by Al-Muhajiroun associate and fellow Jamaican extremist imam Abdullah el-Faisal, before joining the Finsbury Park mosque. It appears the terrorist cell had professional assistance from Adnan G. El Shukrijumah, a terrorist on the FBI's Most Wanted List. The entire cost for the operation is estimated to be approximately £8,000. The majority of that cost is comprised of financing for travel to Pakistan, as well as materials for constructing the bombs, rent, etc. The money is said to have come from a £10,000 bank loan secured by one of the suicide bombers, Mohammad Sidique Khan, who had a stable job as a teaching assistant.
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London 7/7 Attacks
Two weeks later, on July 21, 2005, a second cell of suicide bombers enacted their plan of attack. Hussain Osman, Manfo Kwaku Asiedu, Mukthar Said Ibrahim "Mukthar Hasan Mohammed", Ramzi Mohammed, and Yasin Hasan Omar all failed in their endeavor to attack the London transportation system, when all of their explosives failed to work. Asiedu abandoned his mission, and did not attempt to detonate his bomb. Hussain Osman, Ramzi Mohammed, and Yasin Hasan Omar prayed regularly at the Finsbury Park mosque and were members. Mukthar Hasan Mohammed functioned as the terrorist cell leader. Mohammed was not only a member of the Finsbury Park mosque but attended Al-Muhajiroun's Baysbrown Farm training camp at the beautiful Lake District in 2004. Mohammed also spent two months in jihadi training camps in 2003.
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7/21 terrorist on the run
In November 2005, Al-Muhajiroun member Kazi Nurur Rahman was arrested as part of a police sting operation. Rahman was attempting to purchase advanced weaponry, including SAM-7 surface-to-air missiles for the purpose of shooting down commercial jetliners. In addition, Rahman, also known as Abdul Haleem, was trying to acquire three Uzi sub-machine guns and 3,000 rounds of ammunition. Rahman reportedly expressed interest in rocket-propelled grenades.

Appendix A

Some Known Members of the Al-Muhajiroun Terror Network

Omar Bakri (founder)

Abu Hamza al-Masri (might not technically be a member, but a very close associate, since incarcerated)

Abu Saliah

Muhammad Junaid Barbar

Abdul Rahman Saleem [Abu Yahya]

Adeel Shahid [leader in Pakistan]

Amer Mirza

Anjem Choudhury

Hassan Butt [left organization, now opposes jihad]

Sajeel Shahid [leader in Pakistan] [aka Abu Ibrahim]

Zacarias Mustapha Soubra, a Lebanese student at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University - Bakri named Soubra the al Muhajiroun "leader" in Arizona

Sulayman Keeler

Appendix B

Groups Tied to the Al-Muhajiroun Network

Ahl Al Sunnah Wal Jama'ah

Ahle Hadith

Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaah.

Al-Ghurabaa ("The Strangers")

al-Maddad

al-Muntada al-Islami

Al Qaeda

Algerian Armed Islamic Group (GIA)

Committee for Defense of Legitimate Rights

Followers of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaah

Hamas

Hizb ut-Tahrir (Party of Liberation)

Hizbollah

Interpal

Institute of Islamic Political Thought

International Institute of Islamic Thought.

Intellectual Thinkers Society

Islamic Army of Aden-Abyan

Islamic Council of Britain

Islamic Thinkers Society

Islamic Truth Group

Jaish-e-Mohammed

Lashkar-e-Taiba

Mashreq Media Services

Muslim Association of Britain

Muslim Brotherhood

Muslim Students Association

Muslim Welfare Trust

National Daw'ah Committee

Palestine Return Centre

Salafist Group for Call and Combat

Saved Sect

Saviour Sect, The

Society of Converts to Islam

Society of Muslim Lawyers

Supporters of Sharia

Tablighi Jamaat

Talaa'al Fateh

Usbat al-Ansar

Appendix C

Collected Data On Members of the Al-Muhajiroun Terror Network

The following constitutes a summary of hard data collected on publicly available data on key members of the Al-Muhajiroun network. It is by no means a complete profile of the membership, and is limited by its focus on members for whom court testimony was available or who are newsmakers. The majority of the members of the Al-Muhajiroun network are not in the view of the public. Nevertheless, an approximate profile of members of the Al-Muhajiroun network is provided.

Education

It is commonly asserted that religious extremism is bred in children attending Islamic religious schools, known as madrassas.
 The argument implies that moderate Muslims are somehow taught extremist doctrines of hatred for the West within the institutions, and that terrorists proceed from a radicalized condition to commit acts of terrorism, perhaps following time training in a terrorist camp. In our sample of 7 extremists, all attended secular public schools in the United Kingdom. Only one of the extremists attended any school in a non-Western school at all. Each of these extremists went on to become terrorists, who participated in the Crawley Fertilizer Bomb Plot, the July 7 bombings, the July 21 bombings, and the beheading of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl. Of the seven extremists, all who attended secular public schools in the United Kingdom, five went on to university studies, a frequency of 71.4%, far exceeding the rate of higher education for non-terrorists. six of the ten terrorists who had enrolled in college were from either the schools of business or economics. Precise data for the remaining three of the college-enrolled terrorists was not available. Therefore, no relationship between students enrolled in religious studies and religious extremism or terrorist activity was found within our sample. If we consider the religious leaders of the extremists and terrorists as a group, a different pattern emerges. A similar percentage (75%) attended university, and two-thirds of these were enrolled in religious studies. One of the four studied engineering as a university student. Reliable data on the education of the religious leaders prior to their university education was not considered reliable enough to warrant being included in this report. Contrasting our sample data on the education of religious and extremists with that of Marc Sageman, in his study of the Salafi movement, and nearly opposite pattern emerges. The educational background of the religious leaders from Sageman's data are generally did not receive a higher education in religious studies, contrasted with the two-thirds of religious leaders in the British data.

Country of Birth

The sample contains precise data on thirty-one of the religious extremists and terrorists. More than half (16 of 31) are western-born, eight were born in Africa, four from Asia, and the remaining three from the Middle East. 

Faith as a youth

Data for fifteen religious extremists was gathered from our sample. Of these, only eight grew up as Muslims, and the remaining seven were not born Muslim. The overwhelming majority of these (6 of 7) were professed Christians. Contrary to common opinion, the hard-core extremists, who went on to commit or plot to commit acts of terrorist violence, were 46.7% incapable of being raised in an extremist Muslim household, given their faith as a youth. There is an interesting relationship between this group of converts to Islam, and their heritage. Four of the seven were either born in Jamaica, or had at least one parent who was Jamaican. Among the Jamaican group of converts, two were actual terrorists (Richard Reid, the first shoe bomber, and Germaine Lindsay, one of the London 7/7 terrorists). The other two from the Jamaican group are religious leaders amongst the extremists. Jamaica has a Muslim population, albeit a tiny minority (the US State Department estimate approximately 5,000 Muslims reside in Jamaica, hardly enough to see any relationship between the Jamaican Muslim population and religious extremism or terrorism in Britain. 

Occupation

Reliable figures for seven of the religious extremists were available. In every single case, the religious extremist was also a terrorist. It is somewhat difficult to draw useful conclusions about British Salafi extremists and terrorists, because of a peculiar phenomenon in London. Sheikhs Omar Bakri and Abu Hamza al-Masri filed for, and received unemployment checks. For Bakri and Hamza alike, there was a concerted effort to contribute to the downfall of the British government, by bleeding it to death economically, hence the deliberate policy of avoiding employment in favor of receiving unemployment benefits. Close inspection reveals a number of the religious extremists have been found to receive nine and even ten unemployment checks, illustrating a way that these religious extremists, terrorists, and the terrorist organizations they support and belong to, have forced the state to unwittingly pay for terrorism on its own soil.

Appendix D

Declaration from Al-Muhajiroun, Declaring Its Dissolution

AN OFFICIAL DECLARATION DISSOLVING AL-MUHAJIROUN

Bismillah Ar-Rahman Ar-Raheem

After the dismantling of the Soviet Union and the collapse of Eastern camp, the USA has led the world unilaterally. After they declared the new world order, they moved forward very quickly in an attempt to control and destroy Islam as the only real enemy for her and then increased her animosity towards the Muslim Ummah, i.e. a 5th of Humanity. In fact the USA was very close to establishing her dominance under the pretext of political globalisation, which was to lead to cultural globalisation (according to her claim) and which would help her to change the curriculum in the Muslim world in order to spread secularism and eradicate the call of Islam, the call of Tawheed, the call of al-wala wal bara and the call of Jihad, in order to facilitate a total and open attack against Islam. After all her hard work, her glittering slogans and sweet speech about Islam, and having mesmerized the minds of many people and impressing many who were besotted with the Western culture - behind her mask under which she used to hide her hatred towards Islam and Muslims - suddenly we saw the magnificent operation of 9/11, which was in fact not in their account or in the account of many people.

The operation of 9/11 upset everything that the USA was enjoying and planning: her plots and conspiracies whose magic had affected many. 9/11 made her reassess many things around the world. The mask fell down and out came the joint crusaders – the Jews, Christians, Mushriks (idolaters), the atheists and secularists, all of whom declared a new war against Islam and Muslims under the leadership of USA, under the pretext of fighting terrorism and Wahabbisim - as a war against the Jihadis in order to seduce the remaining people.

The painful attack of 9/11 encouraged her to revive all her alliances with most countries around the world and to establish new ones with hitherto unknown countries who had no substance, so as to form a global alliance. This included NATO, Russia, India, Japan, South Korea and Israel among others. This pushed USA to have a new ground of alliance with communist countries like China and to play a new role of threatening and persuasion with the Muslims in the East and in the West. They hoped to gain the hearts of the Muslims so that they would not sympathise with the Mujahideen and so that they would leave the global crusade to terrorise Muslims with new laws and to imprison and mass arrest them. So that they could seize their properties and wealth and pressurise them to distort Islam and its rules and to eliminate any opposition to the USA's policies in any field, whether culturally, militarily or political.

In the middle of this joint vicious global crusade and after the lines of the Muslims became distinguished from those of the Kuffar and while the world became divided and identified as two camps, a new legitimate leadership of the victorious sect from amongst those who fight for the sake of Allah (SWT), from Ahl ul-Sunnah Wa al-Jamma' by their own lives and wealth and tongues arose. After Allah (SWT) honoured us to follow the path of the Salaf i.e. that of the Messenger Muhammad (saw) or Nahij As-Salaf (ra), and after Allah (SWT) honoured us to desert Irja and the Murji'ah and to reject Ta'weel and Ashaairah and the rationalism of the Muatazilah and the Maaturidis and to refuse the innovations of the people of desire and Mazhabism. With the ne'ma of having bara' from Kufr Bit-Taghout and with declaring animosity towards them and declaring them kaffir and rising against them. After declaring Tawheed in Allah (SWT) and in his beautiful names and attributes exclusively and in response to the command of Allah (SWT) who calls for unity and standing together: in response to the call of salaf al-saalih and those who follow them – we have decided to dissolve the movement called Al-Muhajiroun, with full Tawakkul in Allah (SWT).

In light of the new reality after the blessed 9/11, the evil forces having united against the Ummah and Islam and fighting us all using the same bow – there is nothing left except that the sincere Muslims who fight with their lives, flesh and wealth unite for the sake of Allah (SWT).

O Muslims Islamic unity is a very dear request, a target, an aim and an objective and one which everyone in the Ummah looks for. After all it is the Wasiyyah of Allah (SWT) in his book and of the Messenger Muhammad (saw) and there are many texts calling Muslims to unity and a harmonious relationship and warning us against disunity and divisions. I believe that the situation the Muslims face has alerted a lot of Islamic activists and Islamic leaders to think deeply and to work seriously to reach a formula that can unite their stance and war and take them out of the circle of disagreement which is not allowed Islamically. They can rationally see the enemy fighting us united, firing from the same bow. They can see them gathering more forces and using international public opinion against us to change the Ummah's culture and identity, under the cover of calling for democracy and looking after the minorities, by using the slogans of human rights and the freeing of women from oppression - whilst we are busy with issues which do not reach the level of the threat that faces the Ummaah. This, if we think positively of our priorities and concerns, whereas, in reality, the concerns of the Muslims today are very cheap.

O Muslims, verily the strategic threat which is posed by the Jihadi movement from the followers of Ahl ul-Sunnah Wa al-Jamma' and those who support them – poses a real threat to USA and it has become clear, after the USA'a values have declined in the hearts of many Muslims and after her idle threats have died in the hearts of Muslims – Muslims have not only stopped doubting that they can stop the crusade of the kuffar if they unite, but they are convinced that they can do so.

However, this requires a brave decision and the moulding together of all the Islamic movements and groups and the propagation of the Jihadi notion of the Ummah, for the sake of uniting the body/lines around the world.

Therefore, I represent myself first, and on behalf of all the members of Al-Muhajiroun I truthfully and sincerely declare for the sake of Allah (SWT)'s pleasure – the dissolving of the entity of Al-Muhajiroun, whether it's administration, culture or departments around the world. We are keen for the safety of the path to the way of the salaf and in support of the Mujahideen and Jihad, and for the sake of keeping the clarity of al wala wal bara free from any defection of partisanship and with a broad width for the true meaning of following the salaf and not to innovate in the time of the khalaf and in order for us to become a real and practical example for others to revive the meaning of names and structures. And Allah (SWT) guides to the straight path.

To purify our burden from any commitment and free the commitment of any members and students who were working with Al-Muhajiroun and in an attempt to motivate people for unity and to leave division and in order to stress to follow the path of the pious predecessors we declare this final declaration. And may Allah (SWT) be the witness that we target nothing but his pleasure.

Therefore all Al-Muhajiroun are removed from all administrative obligations but not any divine obligations they have to Allah (SWT) and which they are obliged to do. From now on if anyone claims to still be Al-Muhajiroun this is entirely up to them.

Sheikh Omar Bakri Muhammad
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