Redirect Al Qaeda to Your Favorite Website
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The Washington Post reported yesterday what Danger Room readers have long known: jihadists use web hosting services based in the America. Of course they do. U.S. servers are stable and cheap. Waziristan's hosting services are much less reliable.

After the Post article ran, the hosting company shut down one of the sites mentioned, toorabora.com. Was that wise? There's of course always a debate about whether (slightly) disrupting jihadist propaganda and organizing outweighs opportunities to monitor and track. With static propaganda sites like toorabora, it probably makes sense to shut them down. The intel you can gather is fairly limited---the IP address of the people posting and the IP addresses of people visiting---and the signal to noise ratio is low. With chat and discussion sites, however, the bias should be toward monitoring them and gathering as much data as we can. Government officials can do this; so can smart, crafty, freelance anti-terrorists.
Shut down jihadist sites generally just go blank, as happened today with toorabora.com. But is "Page Load Error" the best solution? Yesterday, I asked this question of Aaron Weisburd, an anti-terrorist hacktivist and he responded:

A very simple solution would be for US Treasury to call the domain names the Taliban use "assets" and then seize those assets. For extra credit points they could then redirect the domains to www.fbi.gov, and send an unmistakable signal to AQ and their friends.
