Son of America's Famous Evangelist Lashes Out at Islam
Charlotte, N.C. -- Franklin Graham, the son of the Reverend Billy Graham, says the war on terrorism should not be limited to the battlefield. He says it needs to expand to include a war on Islam, the religion. 

Graham's comments are causing quite a stir, especially among American Muslims on the first day of Ramadan. 

"We're not attacking Islam but Islam has attacked us," Graham said. “The God of Islam is not the same God. He's not the Son of God of the Christian or Judeo-Christian faith. It's a different God and I believe it is a very evil and wicked religion.” 

Graham says his beliefs are based on what he has read in the Gur'an, the Islamic holy book, and suggests that America's war on terrorism is also a war on Islam. 

"I think we better take a hard look, though, at Islam. I don't believe this is this wonderful, peaceful religion." 

Islamic leaders call Graham's comments deplorable and scary. 

"If he is giving out more and more hate, than you can imagine where it going to lead us,” said Dr. Sayyid Mohammad Syeed, Islamic Society of North America. “This is demonization and perpetuating that hate and that's what makes me really fearful of this kind of statement" 

Graham's views run contrary to what President Bush has been saying. 

"When we think of Islam, we think of a faith that brings comfort to a billion people around the world," Bush said on Sept. 17. 

Graham’s comments even run contrary to the message of tolerance his father has preached for decades. 

"God cares for us whatever our ethnic, religious or political background may be," Rev. Billy Graham said on Sept. 14. 

The comments from Franklin Graham now coming to light were made after he attended a ceremony for his father last month during an interview with the Bowers Media Group. 

A new 200-seat chapel in Wilkes County was dedicated in honor of Rev. Graham and his wife Ruth. 

